
Sesame Street Study  

This data set and its description were obtained from Stevens (1990, pp. 232-239) and a 
data disk supplied by Stevens.  
This is part of a large data set that evaluated the impact of the first year of the Sesame 
Street television series. Children were sampled from five different sites in the U.S. Age 
was coded in months. Viewing category was coded from 1 (if child rarely watched the 
show) to 4 (if the show was viewed more than five times per week). Setting in which 
Sesame Street was viewed was coded as 1 for home and 2 for school. The next variable 
on the file was a treatment condition in which some children were encouraged to view 
Sesame Street (coded as 1) and others were not (coded as 2). The next set of variables 
on the file (variables 8 through 13) involves pretest scores on a variety of cognitive 
variables. After viewing the series, the children were posttested on these same 
variables; these are variables 14 through 19 on the file. The final variable on the file is a 
pretest measure of vocabulary maturity, as measured by the Peabody Picture 
Vocabulary Test. The first variable on the file is subject ID, and then comes SITE, SEX, 
AGE, viewing category, SETTING, and treatment condition (variable 7). The data set is 
named sesame.sav. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 


